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A 

BILL 

TO 

Amend the Law relating to Labourers in Ireland and to a.d. ioo6. 
make provision with respect to the application of 
portion of the Ireland Development Grant. 

B E it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows: — 

5 1. — (1) A representation under the Labourers Acts shall be Amendment 

sufficient for all the purposes of those Acts if it represents that oflawasto 
the circumstances of the section of the rural district to which it tion. 
relates are such that it is the duty of the district council to take 
proceedings under the Labourers Acts therein. 

10 (2) In section ninety-seven of the Irish Land Act, 1903, 3 Edw. 7. 

which provides for the number of persons by whom a repre- c ‘ 37 ‘ 
sentation may be signed “three” shall be substituted for “six. 1 ’ 

2. Where a district council desire to enlarge any cottage Enlargement 
which they may have erected or acquired under the Labourers of cottages 
15 Acts, it shall not be necessary for the council to make an improve- 
ment scheme for the purpose, and they may borrow money to 
defray the cost of such enlargement, subject to such regulations 
as may be prescribed. 

3. A district council may, if they think fit, after giving improve- 
20 such notices as are required by section four of the Act of 1883, as ment scheme 
amended by section one of the Act of 1896, make an improvement JretentotTon. 
scheme under the Labourers Acts for the whole or any section of 
their district notwithstanding that a representation has not been 
made to them in relation thereto. 

25 4. In section twenty-one of the Act of 1885, which limits Limit of 

the time within which answers may be given to notices, fourteen tim f for 
days shall be substituted for one month. answers 

[Bill 239.] A 2 
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5. Where in an improvement scheme it is not proposed that 
any land shall he taken compulsorily, or that any house accommo- 
dation shall he provided, the scheme shall become absolute and 
take effect without confirmation subject to the sanction of the 
Local Government Board to any loan or expenditure required 5 
for the purposes of the scheme. 

6 . Where in an improvement scheme it is proposed that any 
house accommodation shall he provided or any land shall be taken 
compulsorily — 

(1) The inspector appointed by the Local Government Board 10 

to hold the inquiry as to the propriety of confirming 
the scheme may, if he thinks proper, after the com- 
pletion of the iriquiry and considering all objections 
made by any persons interested, make a provisional 
order confirming the scheme, and the inspector shall 15 
have for that purpose all the powers conferred on the 
Local Government Board by the Labourers Acts in 
relation to the making of provisional orders confirming 
improvement schemes ; 

(2) A copy of any provisional order made nnder this section 20 

shall be served in the prescribed manner, together with 
a statement that the order will be confirmed and 
have the effect of an Act of Parliament, unless 
within the prescribed period a petition by some 
person interested is presented to the Local Govern- 25 
ment Board praying that the order, or any specified ” 
part thereof, shall not become law without further 
inquiry ; 

(3) If the Local Government Board are satisfied that the pre- 

scribed regulations have been in all respects complied 30 
with, then after the prescribed period — 

(a) If no petition has been presented, or if every 
such petition has been withdrawn, the Board shall 
without further inquiry confirm the order; 

(5) If a petition has been presented and not 35 
withdrawn, then unless the district council notify 
the Local Government Board of their intention to 
withdraw the improvement scheme, or the part 
thereof, as the ease may be, to which the petition 
relates, the Board shall after consideration of a 40 
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full report of the evidence taken at the original A.D. 1906. 
inquiry, and, after such further local inquiry (if 
any) as they may deem necessary, either confirm 
with or without amendment, or disallow the order ; 

5 (e) Upon any such confirmation the order, and 

if amended as so amended, shall become final, and 
have the effect of an Act of Parliament, and the 
confirmation hv the Local Government Board shall 
be conclusive evidence that the requirements of this 
10 Act have been complied with, and that the order has 

been duly made, and is within the powers of the 
Labourers Acts. 

7. — (1) Every scheme for the accommodation of labourers Amendment 
under section ninety-six of the Irish Land Act, 1903, shall be 

15 framed by the Irish Land Commission in communication with, and with respect 
subject to the approval of, the Local Government Board, and shall t0 schemes - 
fix the amount of the purchase money of the land comprised in 
the scheme, and the Local Government Board may, if they t hink 
fit, after giving the district council interested an opportunity of 
20 being heard, make an Order confirming the scheme, with or without 
amendment. 

(2) Upon such confirmation the Order shall become final and 
have the effect of an Act of Parliament, and shall not be subject to 
petition, and the confirmation by the Local Government Beard 

25 shall be conclusive evidence that the requirements of this Act 
have been complied with, and that the Order has been duly 
made, and is within the powers of this Act. 

(3) Upon such confirmation the Irish Land Commission shall 
make an order vesting, subject to such exceptions and reservations 

30 as are specified in the order, the fee simple of the land comprised 
in the scheme in the council of the rural district in which that 
land is situate, and that council shall thereupon carry tbe scheme 
into execution. 

8. "Where the Local Government Board are satisfied that As to super- 
35 owing to exceptional circumstances arising in a rural district fluousland - 

any land acquired for the purposes of the Labourers Acts cannot 
with advantage be used for those purposes, they may by order 
authorise the district council to let the land, and any buildings 
thereon, to be used for any purpose specified in the order and 
40 appearing to the Board to be beneficial to the inhabitants of the 
district. 
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9. — (1) Where it appears to the Local Government Board 
that a district council have neglected to make an adequate im- 
provement scheme for the purpose of providing cottages for 
agricultural labourers in lieu of or in addition to dwellings 
occupied by them which are unfit for human habitation for any 5 
of the reasons mentioned in section four of the Act of 1883, the 
Board may require the district council to make an improvement 
scheme for that purpose. 

(2) If the district council do not within the prescribed 
period make an improvement scheme which appears to the Local 10 
Government Board to be adequate, the Board may appoint an 
officer who for the purposes of such scheme shall have all the 
powers and may perform all the duties of the district council 
under the Labourers Acts. 

(3) The remuneration and expenses of any such officer shall 15 
be fixed by the Local Government Board, and shall be paid by 
the district council as part of the costs incidental to carrying 
the scheme into execution. 

10. The county council shall, on the request of the council of 
any rural district comprised in the county, or any officer appointed 20 
by the Local Government Board to perform the duties of the. district 
council, advance out of the county fund to the latter council or 
such officer, as the case may be, such sums as that council or officer 
may require for the purpose of enabling them or him to carry the 
Labourers Acts into effect, and any sums so advanced shall be 25 
lepaid as soon as may be to the county council out of any loan 
obtained by the district council for the purposes of those Acts, 

or, in default of any such loan being obtained, shall be raised and 
levied as general expenses off the rural district. 

11. For the purpose of takiug land otherwise than by 30 
agreement under the Labourers Acts, the Lands Clauses Acts, as 
amended by the Second Schedule to the Housing of the Working 
Classes Act, 1890, shall be further amended as follows : — 

(1) Where the compensation payable to a person claiming 

any interest in land does not exceed the sum of sixty 35 
pounds and the claimant gives primh facie evidence 
that he is a person having power to sell under the 
Lands Clauses Acts, and satisfies the district council 
that for not less than six years immediately preceding, 
he, or his immediate predecessor in title, has been 40 
personally, or by an agent, in receipt of the rents 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




5 



[6 Edw. 7.] labourers (Ireland). 



5 



10 



15 



20 



25 



30 



35 



40 



or profits of the land, the claimant may be dealt with A,D. 1906 . 
by the district council as the absolute owner of the — * 

interest in respect of which he claims : 

(2) "Where any interest in land, in respect of which com- 

pensation not exceeding the sum of sixty pounds is 
payable, is subject to any mortgage or charge securin'* 
an amount greater than the amount of the compen- 
sation, the amount of the compensation may be paid 
to the person entitled to the mortgage or charge, or 
if there is more than one such mortgage or charge, 
then to the person entitled to the mortgage or charge 
which is first in priority, and the amount so paid 
shall be received in reduction of the principal sum for 
the time being owing in respect of the mortgage 
or charge, notwithstanding any direction, proviso, or 
covenant to the contrary contained in any instrument : 

(3) A memorandum of the amount paid under the last pre- 

ceding subsection shall he endorsed on the instrument 
creating the mortgage or charge and shall he signed 
by the person receiving the compensation, and a copy 
of the memorandum shall be furnished by the council 
at their expense to all persons appearing to the council 
to be entitled to any interest in the land subject to 
the mortgage or charge : 

(4) Where a district council have, pursuant to any foregoing 

provision of this section or any provision of the Land 53 & 54 Viet. 
Clauses Acts or the Second Schedule to the Housing c - 70 - 
of the Working Classes Act, 1890, paid purchase 
money or compensation, not exceeding the sum of 
sixty pounds, to any person, he shall give the council a 
receipt for the same, which shall be prepared by and at 
the cost of the district council, and the receipt shall 
be effectual to vest absolutely in the district council 
the land in respect of which the purchase money or 
compensation was paid : 

(5) Any person claiming to be entitled to any money paid 

to another person pursuant to the foregoing provisions 
of this section may within six years after the payment 
has been made, on giving such notice as may be 
required by rules of court, apply for relief in manner 
provided by those rules to the county court within 
the jurisdiction of which the land is situate: 
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(6) The court may either dismiss the application or may 

make a decree against the district council for the 
amount found due in respect of the claim, and in that 
ease the said amount shall he a debt due to the dis- 
trict council by the person to whom the money was 5 
paid by them : 

(7) If it appears to the district council that the person making 

any claim for compensation in respect of land, or 
in respect of any estate, or interest therein, is not 
absolutely entitled to the land, estate, or interest in 10 
respect of which his claim is made, or if the title to 
such land estate or interest is not satisfactorily deduced 
to the district council, then if the total amount of 
such compensation does not amount to one hundred 
pounds and exceeds twenty pounds the district council 15 
may pay the compensation into the county court, and 
that court shall thereupon have with respect thereto all 
the jurisdiction exerciseable by the High Court under 
the Lands Clauses Acts : 

(8) In determining the amount of compensation payable by 20 

any person an arbitrator shall not make any addi- 
tional allowance in respect of the purchase being 
compulsory : 

(9) An arbitrator may, within one month after the making 

by him of an award, correct any mistake therein, or 25 
supply any accidental omission therefrom : 

(10) Rules of the county court shall regulate the practice 

and procedure in that court under this section, and 
in particular shall provide that the costs payable 
by the rural district council incident to the pay- 30 
ment out of court of any money shall not exceed ten 
pounds. 



12. Where, upon consideration of an application signed by a 
majority of all the members of the council of a rural district, the 
Local Government Board are satisfied that additional labourers’ 35 
cottages are required in that district, and that such cottages cannot 
be provided unless the rating limit provided by section seventeen 
of the Act of 1888 is exceeded, the Board may, by Order, authorise 
that limit to be exceeded to an extent not exceeding threepence 
in the nownd. 

* Art 
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13 . — (1) The following moneys shall he placed at the A.l). 1906. 

disposal of the Local Government Board for the purposes of the Assignment 
Labourers Acts : — of moneys 

for purposes 

(a) The principal sum of one hundred and fifty thousand of Labourers 

5 pounds standing to the credit of the Petty Sessions Acts * 

Clerks Fund; 

(b) After the thirty-first day of March nineteen hundred and 

seven the principal sum of seventy thousand pounds , 
forming portion of the Ireland Development Grant; 

10 (c) An annual sum to be paid out of money provided by 

Parliament equal to the reduction of charge upon the 
Consolidated Fund of the United Kingdom effected by 
the provisions of any Act of this session providing for the 
abolition of any judgeships of the High Court and the 
15 reduction of the salary of the Lord Chancellor ; and 

(d) The annual sum of six thousand pounds, forming portion 
of the residue of the Exchequer contribution under the 
Purchase of Land (Ireland) Act, 1891. 54 & 55 Viet. 

(2) The above-mentioned principal sums shall be paid to the c ‘ 4S ' 

20 Local Government Board in such instalments and at such times 

as may be required for the purposes of this Act, and shall be 
invested by the Board in any securities in which trustees are by 
law for the time being authorised to invest trust moneys, aud the 
annual income of those investments, together with the aforesaid 
25 annual sums (which annual income and sums are in this Act 
referred to as “ tlie Labourers’ Cottages Fund ”), shall be applied 
in the manner provided by this Act. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this section, any portion of 
the Labourers’ Cottages Fund which in any financial year is not 

30 required for the purposes of this Act shall be accumulated, and may 
be applied in any subsequent year for those purposes. 

(4) Provided that if at any time it appears to the Lord 
Lieutenant on the representation of the Local Government Board 
that the whole or any portion of the moneys placed at their 

35 disposal by this section is no longer required for the purposes of 
this Act, then he may order that the same shall be added to and 
form part of the Ireland Development Grant. 

14 , — (1) There shall be paid in each year out of the Ireland Payment out 
Development Grant such annual sum not exceeding twenty-eight 

40 thousand pounds as may be required to meet the payment charged 
upon that Grant by section seventeen of this Act. 

[239.] B 
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(2) So much as is actually paid out of the Ireland Develop- 
ment Grant in any financial year in pursuance of this section 
shall he repaid as soon as may he to that Grant out of money 
provided hy Parliament. 



15. Any sums carried under section tliirty-eight of the Irish 5 
Land Act, 1903, out of the Ireland Development Grant to the 
income account of the Irish Land Purchase Fund, and not 
expended on the thirty -first day of March nineteen hundred and 
six, shall be used as a working balance, and shall not be reckoned 
as part of the income of the Irish Land Purchase Fund in 10 
determining whether that income is insufficient under section 
twenty-nine of the said Act. 



16. — (1) The Dish Land Commission may, on the recommen- 
dation of the Local Government Board, make advances out of the 
Dish Land Purchase Fund, to an amount not exceeding in the 15 
whole four million two hundred and fifty thousand pounds, in such 
maimer subject to such conditions and within such limits as may 
from time to time be sanctioned by the Treasury, to rural district 
councils, of such sums as may be required for the provision of 
cottages and allotments under the Labourers Acts, and every such 2 0 
advance shall be repayable in like manner as an advance under the 
Land Purchase Acts. 

(2) The lord Lieutenant may make an Order for the payment 
of any sum due by a district council in respect of a purchase 
annuity for the repayment of an advance made in pursuance of 05 
this section, and thereupon section eighty of the Local Government “ 
(Ireland) Act, 1898, relating to imperative presentments, shall 
apply to that sum. 



17— (!) Subject to the provisions of this section, sixteen 
pounds per cent, of the total amount of the purchase annuities on 
payable m each financial year in respect of advances out of the 
Irish Land -Purchase Fund for the provision of cottages and 
allotments under the Labourers Acts shall be paid out of the 
Labourers Cottages Fund, and twenty pounds per cent, of that 
amount shall be charged upon and paid out of the Ireland 8* 
Development Grant. 35 

(2) Provided that so long as any portion of the share payable 
o any county before the commencement of this Act out of the 
residue of the Exchequer contribution under the Purchase of Land 
(Ii eland) Act, 1891, remains unexpended no portion of the said 40 
purchase annuities payable by the council of any rural district 
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comprised in the county shall he defrayed in the manner provided A.D. 1906. 
by this section. 

18. — (1) After the commencement of this Act the residue of Amendment 
the Exchequer contribution under the Purchase of Land (Ireland) Yictc 48 
5 Act, 1891, after deducting therefrom the annual sum of six s . 5 ( 2 ) (bj, 
thousand pounds forming portion of the Labourers’ Cottages 
Eund under this Act, shall be divided between the rural districts 0 f residue of 
in Ireland as nearly as may be in proportion to the number of 
cottages, provided before the commencement of this Act, under 
the Labourers Acts in the said several districts in respect of which 
loans are for the time being outstanding, and shall be applied 
towards the repayment of those loans. The aforesaid proportion 
shall be determined by the Local (Government Board. 

(2) Whenever by reason of the repayment of the said out- 
15 standing loans the said residue is no longer required for the pur- 
poses of this section, the same shall be added to and form portion 
of the Labourers’ Cottages Eund, and when no longer required for 
the purposes for which that fund is applicable shall be added to 
and form portion of the Ireland Development Grant. 

20 19* Advances under section two of the Irish Land Act, 1903, Ailnmces to 

may be made for the purchase of a parcel of land comprised in an 
estate by an agricultural labourer who has, for a period of not less parcels of 
than five years immediately preceding the date of the advance, been 7 

a tenant to the council of a rural district of a cottage or allotment c . 37. 
situate in the neighbourhood of the estate, and has paid all rent 
25 due by him in respect of such tenancy. 



20. An advance for the purchase of a parcel of an estate to Amendment 
be held for the purposes of the Labourers Acts may be made ° f | 7 B * W 4 7, 
under section four of the Irish Land Act, 1 903, to a rural district 20 , with 
30 council as trustees within the meaning of that section, and in 

such case an improvement scheme under the Labourers Acts with p Ur p 0 ses of 
respect to the parcel of land shall he made, and the provisions Labourers 
of those Acts relating to an improvement scheme where it is not ' 
proposed that any land shall he taken compulsorily shall apply, 
and the provisions of section twenty of the Irish Land Act, 1903, 

35 relating to schemes shall not apply. 



21. No fee shall be payable in tbe Local Registration of Title Remission of 
Office, or in the Registry of Deeds Office, as defined by the Local JJT 
Registration of Title (Ireland) Act, 1891, on the registration of the nation ot 
40 ownership of any land purchased hy a district council under the tllle - 
[289.] B 2 
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Labourers Acts, or for any searches made or land certificate 
issued to a district council in respect of such land. 

22. No stamp duty shall he payable on any agreement, deed, 
receipt or other instrument made or issued under the Labourers 
Acts whereby any land acquired for the purposes of those Acts 5 
is vested in a district council, or relating to the letting of cottages 
or land in pursuance of those Acts. 

23. — (1) The district council shall make regulations with 
respect to the letting of cottages and allotments under the 
Labourers Acts, and for preventing any undue preference in the 10 
letting thereof, and generally for carrying the provisions of the 
said Acts into effect. 

(2) Regulations under this section shall provide that, on the 
first letting of any cottages or allotments comprised in a scheme, 
preference shall be given to agricultural labourers who have 15 
signed on their own behalf the representation on which the 
scheme was founded, or on whose behalf that representation 
was made. 

(3) Regulations under this section shall contain a schedule of 
rents to be reserved in lettings, and those rents shall he so fixed 20 
as to secure a reasonable return, having regard to the circum- 
stances of the locality affected, on the expenditure of the council 
under the Labourers Acts : 

(4) Regulations under this section shall not be of any 
force until confirmed by the Local Government Board in like 25 
manner and subject to the like provisions as in the case of byelaws 
under the Public Health (Ireland) Act, 1878. 

24. Returns shall be made by the district council at tbo 
prescribed times and forwarded to the Local Government Board, 
containing, with respect to their district, the prescribed particulars, 30 
including the following : — 

(a) The number of cottages and allotments provided under the 

Labourers Acts ; 

(b) The rents reserved in lettings under those Acts ; 

( c ) The number of cottages or allotments unoccupied ; and 35 

(cl) The number of cottages or allotments the rent whereof 

is in arrear and the total amount of such arrears. 

25. — (1) The Local Government Board may make general 
rules for carrying into effect the Labourers Acts, and those rules 
may, among other things, fix the amount of any fees, and may 4 Q 
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provide for tlie taxation and payment of any costs, to be received, 
allowed, or paid, in relation to the confirmation of improvement 
schemes. 

(2) The Local Government Board may by Order make such 
o adaptations of the enactments relating to procedure in the 

Labourers Acts passed before this Act as are necessary for 
carrying this Act into effect. 

(3) All rules and any Order under this section shall be 
published in the Lublin Gazette and laid before Parliament. 

10 26. The Labourers Acts shall, unless the context otherwise 

requires, be construed as if any reference therein to a Provisional 
Order referred to a Provisional Order under this Act of an inspector 
of the Local Government Board confirming an improvement 
scheme, and as if any reference to the confirmation of a Pro- 

1 5 visional Order referred to the confirmation under this Act by the 
Local Government Board of a Provisional Order made thereunder. 

27. The Labourers Acts shall continue in force for ten years 
from the passing of this Act and until the end of the session of 
Parliament next ensuing. 

28. — (1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires, — 
The expression “the Labourers Acts” means the Labourers 

(Ireland) Acts, 1883 to 1903, and tins Act ; 

The expression “ the Act of 1883 ” means the Labourers 
(Ireland) Act, 18S3 ; 

The expression “ the Act of 1885 ” means the Labourers 
(Ireland) Act, 1885 ; 

The expression “ the Act of 1896 ” means the Labourers 
(Ireland) Act, 1896 ; 

The expression “ prescribed” means prescribed by the Local 
Government Board. 

(2) The expression “a plot or garden” in the Labourers 
Acts shall be deemed to include two or more parcels of land. 

29. This Act shall be construed as one with the Labourers 
(Ireland) Acts, 1883 to 1903, and may be cited with those Acts. 

35 30. This Act may be cited as the Labourers (Ireland) 

Act, 1906. 
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31. This Act shall come into operation on tlie first day of 
April one thousand nine hundred and seven. 

32. The Acts specified in the schedule to this Act are hereby 
repealed to the extent mentioned in the third column of that 
schedule. 



SCHEDULE, 





Acts 


Repealed. 


Session and 
Chapter. 


Short Title. 


Extent of Repeal. 


■16 & 47 Viet, 
c. 60. 


The Labourers (Ire- 
land) Act, 1883. 


Section five, so far as unrepealed. 
Section eighteen. 


48 & 49 Viet, 
c. 77. 


The Labourers (Ire- i 
land) Act, 1885. 


Section twelve, so far as unrepcaled. 


49 & 50 Viet, 
c. 59. 


The Labourers (Ire- i 
laud) Act, 1886. | 


Section ten. 


54 & 55 Viet, 
c. 48. 


The Purchase of i 
Land (Ireland) 
Act, 1891. 


In section five, subsection two, from “be- 
tween” to the end of the subsection, 
except so far as the subsection applies to 
money payable before the commencement 
of this Act. 


59 & 60 Viet, 
c. 47. 


The Land Law (Ire- 
land) Act, 1896. 


Section thirty-nine, except so far as it applies 
to money payable before the commencement 
of this Act. 


59 & GO Viet, 
c. 53. 


The Labourers (Ire- 
land) Act, 1896. 


In section one, subsection three, the words 
“under section five of the said Act of 
1883.” 

Section eight. 


3 Edw.7. c. 37. 


The Irish Land Act, 
1903. 


In section ninety-six, subsection (wo. 
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